
Performance journalism

Once again, the arts
expose tensions, and 
challenge ideas that  
used to be considered 
normal. What is the 
friction about creative 
journalism trying to 
tell us?Thijs van den Houdt

PD-researcher
Ethics teacher

Fontys Journalism





TEACHERS AT MY INSTITUTION ARE SUFFICIENTLY 
EQUIPPED TO ASSESS PERFORMANCE JOURNALISM

FGDs



IT IS CLEAR TO STUDENTS WHAT IS CONSIDERED 
JOURNALISM BY TEACHERS … AND WHAT IS NOT

FGDs



Messages from our students



Case study 1 Take a seat

Enter the room in silence

Take one of the chairs I put next to the entrance

Place it anywhere in the room you feel you belong

Now …

1 Why did you choose this particular spot? 

2 How do you feel you are positioned in relation to the others in the room? 

3 Can you describe a moment of democracy in your life? 

4 If you’d assume the role of a journalist, would you relocate your chair? 



Messages from our students



Case study 2 Dear Journalism



…

Instead of looking for something or 
someone trustworthy, I think people are 
looking for relatability.

Dear Journalism



…

Open your eyes and dare to doubt a little
more, be humble. I think a certain
arrogance might be getting in your way.

Dear Journalism



…

I’m not objective and, despite the fact that
I do what I can to be transparant, it feels
wrong to call myself a journalist.

Dear Journalism



…

I’m writing to you because I am worried. 
Did you know that many people don’t
trust you? 
Perhaps if you stood up for yourself a little
more often. Maybe it would help to tell
people what you’re thinking or why you do 
what you do.

Dear Journalism



…

You feel like a burden.
Is it always going to be like that? 

Dear Journalism



Creative journalism challenges

Journalism as a social imaginary? 

The core values of anglo-american journalism?

Yourself as a person as separated from yourself as a journalist?

Journalism education ????????

and - when executed with an eye for context - makes it better

But that needs a basis of constructive criticism. How to get there?
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