
A job of life long learning, 
going places and satisfying 

curiosity: what’s not to like?



No breaking news
• I worked in journalism for twenty years before embarking on the 

journey of journalism in Thomas More. 

• My background in journalism is magazine writing. For years I 
wrote for the weekend edits of the two main newspapers in 
Belgium, De Morgen and De Standaard. My specialisations are 
design, architecture, landscape architecture, sustainability, trends 
and a bit of food and travel. Not your average breaking news.



Lifelong learning

• Since I took up teaching I realised that as a journalist I 
always had the opportunity to work on topics that are 
joyful, beautiful and ahead of what is going on in 
society. Architects are people that literally build the world. 
They think about the future of living, and since we spend 
about 90% of our time in buildings, you can see that this is 
important. 

• Industrial designers are people who think about solutions. 
All the time. They look at a jug of water and think, I can 
make a better one. They think in baselines such as ‘form 
follows function’, or ‘less is more’. 

• I literally learnt something from every article I ever wrote 
and in every subject that I teach I want the students to have 
that experience.





Going places (1)

• The good thing about teaching is that every year it brings new 
opportunities to do better and to bring new projects to the table. 

• Two years ago my colleague Anneleen Van Kuyck and I started to 
organise a journalistic festival before the fall break. For three days we 
invite writers, journalists, documentary makers, … to give talks to our 
students. Or we take them out of school to actually do the things a 
journalist does: follow a court case, attend an editorial brainstorm, go 
to witness the effect of climate change in one of our most beautiful 
gardens, the Kalmthout arboretum, … . 

• We called if Field Fest. 





Lecturers become 
journalists again

During Field Fest colleagues take up the 
tasks they are experts in. Hosting a panel, 
moderating a debate, doing a live interview, 
... . 

On top of that we ask students to host 
panels too. 

Everybody likes Field Fest and in the mean 
time it became a USP at open campus days.



Going places (2)

• Fragment to be shown on beamer



Journalistic theatre

• Fragment to be shown



Formats for the future

• One of my favourite classes to teach is ‘Creative non-fiction formatting and 
pitching’. Research about trends in journalism shows that formatting is 
increasingly important in journalism. I always ask students in the beginning 
of the course which interviews they have seen and liked the most. Through 
that they gave me a valuable gift: getting to know more about what they 
find so interesting on youtube, which I actually did not know much about 
before.

• Formats such as ‘Fashion neurosis, in which the granddaughter of Freud, 
Bella Freud, a well known fashion designer, talks to celebrities about their 
wardrobe, while they are on the psychiatric couch, or Hot ones, in which a 
very skilled journalist ask celebs questions while they are eating chicken 
wings dipped in hot sauces. 



Fashion Neurosis with Bella Freud, here 
with David Byrne.



Cargo bike date

In my creative non-fiction class, my students have to come up with 
something like that. One of the better ones this year was a format in 
which our students want to interview well known people while they are 
being wheeled around in a cargo bike in the town where they grew up.





In another creative assignment one of my students did a 

research paper on ‘The Antwerp Seventh’. After seeing the 

exhibition that is now running at the Antwerp Fashion museum 

about the so called Antwerp Six, he asked himself the question 

if there were really only six people in the class. 

And yes, there were people who actually never ended up in 

fashion in that class.

In all those years nobody ever made the effort to look into that. 

That is creative thinking and that makes me happy as well. 



Journalism is emotion

• Since everything is shifting in this day and age, journalism is a 
profession that brings voice to humanity. A voice that can help us 
navigate this crazy and artificial world. More than ever journalism 
needs emotion, humanity and creativity to make sure this voice 
reaches every aspect of society. 

• That keeps us going.
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