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* Given that | have studied not only media studies but also history, | teach
journalism students two types of courses:

* practical ones such as news reporting, as well as subjects related to media
history.

* | will therefore divide my lecture into two modules.

* This combination allows for a comparison that may be particularly
interesting for other lecturers.
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HOW Al CAN BE USED IN JOURNALISM EDUCATION
- MEDIA HISTORY - WITH CONCRETE EXAMPLES

Al is a powerful tool for exploring, analyzing and understanding the development of media and journalism.

It helps students work with large amounts of data, discover historical context
and develop critical thinking about the media past and present.

1. ANALYZING HISTORICAL
NEWSPAPERS

* Al can digitize, transcribe and analyze
old newspapers.

+ Students can search for keywords,
track topics over time or compare
different periods.

Example: Using Al tools like OCR
(Optical Character Recognition) and
text mining to analyze articles about
the 1968 Prague Spring in newspapers
from that era.

4. RESEARCH ASSISTANT
AND SOURCE DISCOVERY
« Al chatbots and search tools help

students find relevant academic
sources, books, and archives faster.

+ Saves time and broadens perspective.

Example: Asking an Al assistant

to find scholarly articles about the
evolution of press freedom in Central
Europe after 1989,

2. TRANSCRIBING AND ANALYZING

HISTORICAL BROADCASTS

+ Al can transcribe audio and video
archives (radio, TV) and identify
speakers, topics and sentiment.

* Helps students explore how events
were reported and framed.

Example: Transcribing a 1950s radio
broadcast about a political speech
and analyzing the tone, vocabulary
and propaganda technigues.

5. COMPARING MEDIA NARRATIVES

ACROSS TIME

+ Al can compare how the same event
was reported in different decades
or by different media outlets.

» Encourages critical thinking about
bias and perspective.

Example: Comparing Al-generated
summaries of how the fall of the Berlin
Wall was reported in Western and
Eastern Bloc media.

3. VISUALIZING TRENDS
AND CONTEXT
+ Al can help visualize the development
of media, audience reach, or the
emergence of new technologies.
« Students can create interactive
timelines and data visualizations.

Example: Using Al to create a timeline
of major media milestones in the 20th
century with images, articles and
social context.

6. IMAGE AND SYMBOL
RECOGNITION

» Al tools can analyze photographs,
cartoons or advertisements
from the past.

» Helps students understand visual
rhetoric and symbolism.

Example: Analyzing political cartoons

from the 1930s using Al to identify
recurring symbols and themes.

9. ETHICAL DISCUSSION

7. TRANSLATION AND 8. SUMMARIZING AND

MULTILINGUAL ANALYSIS

« Al translation tools allow students
to work with sources in various
languages.

STRUCTURING INFORMATION AND REFLECTION

* Al can summarize long texts, lectures * Al can be used to examine historical
or books. ethical dilemmas in journalism.

* Helps students focus on key insights » Students can debate real cases

+ Supports global and comparative
media history.

Example: Translating and analyzing
articles from French or German
newspapers about the rise of fascism
in the 1930s.

WHY IT MATTERS: Using Al in media history classes helps students connect the past with the present,
understand the evolution of journalism, and become more critical, informed and responsible media professionals.

and build knowledge efficiently.

Example: Summarizing a chapter
from a book on the history of CNN
or BBC and extracting the main
developments.

with Al-generated role-plays
or simulations.

Example: Simulating a newsroom
decision during the Watergate scandal
and discussing ethics, pressure and
public interest.



* Analyzing Historical Newspapers: Example: Using Al tools like OCR (Optical
Character Recognition) and text mining to analyze articles or pictures from the
1968 Prague Spring in newspapers from that era.

e Visualizing Trends and Context: Example: Using Al to create a timeline of major
media milestones in the 20th century with images, articles and social context.

MAJOR MEDIA MILESTONES OF THE 20th CENTURY.
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NON-TRADITIONAL SOURCES IN TEACHING

 When | teach practical courses or media history, | consider it absolutely essential to
present non-traditional sources in teaching.

* These can include photographs, images, videos, as well as old stamps, newspaper
articles, illustrations, maps, flags, documents, radio recordings, film newsreels,
cartoons and caricatures, and similar materials.

* Al is very beneficial in this regard, as it helps me search for unconventional materials
and also supports my creative work. ALTERNATIVE FLAGS OF THE CZECH REPUBLIC
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NON-TRADITIONAL SOURCES IN TEACHING:
CREATING IMAGES, STAMPS, CARTOONS ETC.

* This applies to both modules, and it is also highly valuable in teaching
practical journalism subjects.

* Here are some amusing examples of how Al can be used, for instance, to
create images.

* This was created by my students: cat news anchor, dog reporter, rabbit radio
host. T e ” _
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HOW Al CAN BE USED IN JOURNALISM EDUCATION
- PRACTICAL JOURNALISM: TEACHING NEWS WRITING -

Al is a valuable assistant for every stage of the writing process. It helps students generate ideas,
structure their stories, improve clarity and style, and learn from feedback.

It does not replace creativity or critical thinking — it supports and strengthens them.

1. GENERATING STORY IDEAS

= Al can help brainstorm topics
based on current events, trends
or local issues.

* Students can explore multiple angles
and find original story ideas.
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Example: Asking Al for ideas for feature
articles about sustainability on campus
or local community heroes.

4. WRITING DRAFTS

* Al can help students overcome
writer’'s block by generating
a first draft or opening paragraph.

« Students can then refine it
in their own voice.

Example: Using Al to draft the lead
(opening) of an article about a school
event or a protest.

7. AUDIENCE AND ENGAGEMENT
INSIGHTS

* Al can analyze audience data l
and suggest what topics or formats
are most engaging.

e Students learn to write with their
audience in mind.
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Example: Analyzing which headlines
get the most clicks or which topics
resonate with younger readers.
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2. RESEARCH AND INFORMATION
GATHERING

« Al can quickly summarize background
information, statistics or historical
context.

* It helps students find key facts
and relevant sources.

Example: Using Al to summarize a long
report on urban development or find
statistics about youth unemployment.

5. IMPROVING CLARITY AND STYLE

* Al tools can suggest better word
choices, shorter sentences
or clearer explanations.

*» Helps adapt the tone to the target
audience.

Example: Asking Al to simplify a complex
paragraph or make the tone more formal
for a newspaper audience.

8. FEEDBACK AND REVISION

* Al can provide constructive feedback
on content, structure and readability.
* Students can compare versions
and improve their writing skills.

Example: Asking Al to review an article
and suggest improvements in structure,
flow and argument strength.

3. OUTLINING AND STRUCTURING
THE ARTICLE

S— * Al can help create article outlines,
suggest headlines and subheadings,

and organize the structure.
* |t ensures a loegical flow of information.

Example: Asking Al to create an cutline
for a news article about a city council
decision including key arguments.

6. EDITING AND PROOFREADING

* Al can check grammar, spelling,
punctuation and consistency.

* |t can also detect overly long
sentences or unclear passages.

Example: Using Al grammar tools
to proofread an article before handing
it in for publication.

9. MULTIMEDIA AND SEO SUPPORT

* Al can suggest images, captions,
keywords and meta descriptions.

* Helps students understand how
to create content for online platforms.

Example: Asking Al to suggest SEO
keywords and a catchy headline for
an online article about climate change.

WHY IT MATTERS: Using Al in practical journalism classes prepares students for real newsroom workflows,
improves their writing, saves time and encourages critical thinking and ethical use of technology.



Multimedia and SEO Support: Example: Asking Al to suggest SEO keywords and
a catchy headline for an online article about climate change.

Catchy Headli
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The best headlines usually promise a benefit, spark curiosity, or offer a solution to a massive

problem. Category Keywords

CMThe Solution-Focused: Beyond the Crisis: 5 Green Tech Innovations Actually Moving the High Volume (Broad) Climate change, global warming, carbon footprint,

sustainability.

Action-Oriented Renewable energy solutions, how to reduce emissions,

[IThe "How-To" Guide: The Carbon-Neutral Life: A Realistic Guide to Reducing Your " P
sustainable living tips.

ootprint Without Giving Up Everything.

Urgency/News Climate crisis 2026, net-zero targets, environmental impact,

ClThe Provocative: Is ‘Net Zero' Enough? Why the Next Decade of Climate Action Requires IPCC reports.

Niche/Specific Circular economy, regenerative agriculture, green tech

Bl The Urgent/Direct: The Point of No Return? What the Latest Climate Data Really Means innovations.
for Your Future.

Generating Story Ideas: Example: Asking Al for ideas for feature articles about

sustainability on campus or local community heroes.
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