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What do we want to 
teach our students? 
Attention to more than just professional 

knowledge. Growing up, also as a HUMAN being 

Dealing with vulnerable people

Awareness of the importance of ethics

Conducting and producing a strong in-depth 

interview
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Project 1: Exposed 
Honours course The Psychological Interview –

Journalism and Trauma (more than 30 sign-ups 

within just a few hours)
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Project 1: Exposed 
Honours course The Psychological Interview –

Journalism and Trauma (more than 30 sign-ups 

within just a few hours)

Each student conducts an interview

Lessons on trauma (causes, treatments) and on 

interviewing
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Final product: a (very 
thick) book

Journalism & Trauma

315 pages 

Portrait photography

30 long interviews

Information pages with facts, figures and tips

Interviews with, among others, Bram Bakker, 

René Diekstra and Ad de Jongh
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Presentation in a 
theatre
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STUDENT LOULOU

“When I decided to participate in this project, I 
felt it was important that a story about the Dutch 
East Indies would be included in the book. Many 
of these stories have been silenced and taken to 
the grave. It is very special to me that I had the 

opportunity to document my own family’s story 
for this book.”
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STUDENT CHARLIE

“I started this project to become better at 

interviewing. Only after the interview did I 

realize the importance of the project. I no 

longer wanted to do it just for myself.”
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STUDENT SOPHIE

“By contributing to Exposed, I have grown not 

only as a journalist, but also as a person.”
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Project 2: Interviews
with HU students 
Current: many students dealing with 

psychological issues
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Project 2: Interviews
with HU students 
Current: many students dealing with 

psychological issues

Recognition and support

Learning about psychological differences
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Honours course in collaboration with Victim

Support Fund and students from the Journalism

for Academics programme

Journalism & Trauma

Project 3: The representation 
of victims in the media 



Project 3: The representation
of victims in the media 
Honours course in collaboration with Victim 

Support Fund and students from the Journalism 

for Academics programme

Goal: The aim of this project is to raise 

awareness about the impact of media coverage 

on victims and their families.

Final product: Slachtoffersindemedia.nl – practical 

guidelines and tools for journalists. 
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Project 3: The representation
of victims in the media 
Honours course in collaboration with Victim 

Support Fund and students from the Journalism 

for Academics programme

Goal: The aim of this project is to raise 

awareness about the impact of media coverage 

on victims and their families.

Rennie Rijpma, editor-in-chief of Algemeen 

Dagblad, contributes to the project’s editorial 

leadership.
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RENNIE RIJPMA

“Especially now that trust in the media is 
increasingly an issue, we must realize that we play 
an important role in telling stories. We must not 
further harm people in vulnerable positions with 
our reporting. Media in the Netherlands are still 

extremely powerful, and that comes with 
responsibility.”
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Project 4+: the representation 
of perpetrators in the media

Honours course in collaboration with the Dutch Probation 

Service to raise awareness about the role of probation 

services and the impact of media coverage on perpetrators 

and their families. Conversations with perpetrators about 

their experiences with the media, as well as with crime 

journalists. 

Goal: The aim of this project is to raise awareness about the 

impact of media coverage on perpetrators and their families.

Final product: a documentary about former detainee Jordi, 

who committed seven robberies. His mother also shares her 

perspective. How do they look back on these experiences? 
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Project 5: autobiographical
writing

Not only a creative outlet, but also a profound form of self-

reflection and self-discovery. It is a way to explore, 

understand, and share your own life. 

Goal: transforming memories, emotions, and observations 

into meaningful stories that touch and inspire others. 
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Thank you 
Marijke Kolk

Marijke.Kolk@hu.nl
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