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Background: Nordic studies

• Students’ views extensively 
gauged in the Nordic countries 
in the early 21st century
• Three big surveys in 2005, 2008, 

and 2012 (see report)

• Then, a longer pause, but many 
changes in field & teaching → 
2024: idea of repeating the 
survey among Nordic students
• Comparisons with old things + 

some new questions

Report of the studies done in 2005–2012 



Complications along the way



The 2025 study: 
participants and 
numbers

Area Insti-
tutions

Respon-
dent N

Response 
rate

Denmark 3 493 44 %

Finland 6 423 43 %

Greenland 1 16 94 %

Iceland 2 37 67 %

Norway 7 406 35 %

Sweden 8 366 33 %

Total 27 1,741 39 %



Why become a journalist?



2025: Individual factors reign supreme
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Changes over time: Rising expectations

Change in students' motivation for becoming a journalist, 2008-2025



What roles do students prefer?



2025: Classical roles in students’ favour

Role Agree Disagree

Explain complicated events in simple ways 96 % 1 %

Investigate people in powerful positions 95 % 2 %

Be a critic of injustice in society 95 % 2 %

Present the news in an objective way 95 % 2 %

Promote a public debate where everyone has the opportunity to participate 94 % 3 %

Reflect general opinions in society 69 % 28 %

Point towards possible solutions to society’s problems 68 % 27 %

Influence public opinion 57 % 38 %

Set the political agenda 46 % 48 %

Be responsible for the financial well-being of the media company 29 % 63 %



2025: 
Different role 
combinations

Denmark average, in the middle.
Other Nordic countries with clearer profile.

The four schemata defined:
• critical-monitorial professionalism schema
• institutional-influence schema 
• pluralist-deliberative schema 
• populist-representational schema



Changes over time: Strong professional core



What to teach in journalism education?



2025: Classical professional skills 

Important Not important

Source criticism 98 % 1 %

Interview skills 98 % 1 %

Fact-checking 97 % 1 %

Press ethics 97 % 1 %

Journalistic genres (portraits, news stories…) 97 % 1 %

Freelance skills and entrepreneurship 71 % 8 %

Communication theory 69 % 10 %

Public administration 68 % 7 %

The business side of journalism 64 % 10 %

Media history 62 % 12 %



Changes over time: Strengthening core 



2025: School or newsroom – where did you 
learn the most?



2025: School or newsroom – where did you learn 
the most?

DEN SWE GRL ISL NOR TOTFIN

Learnt more in the newsroom (% of those who had 
already done internship as part of their studies)



2025: school or newsroom – 
could you apply school-wisdom in real life settings?



2025: school or newsroom – 
could you apply school-wisdom in real life settings?



Who wants to be a journalist?



2025: Some respondent characteristics

Characteristic Proportion
Gender: female 62 %

Was born / at least one of parents was born outside of ”the West” 14 %

Grew up in a home where cultural interests were in focus 71 % agree

Feels politically engaged (scale 1–5, answered 1 or 2) 41 %

Partner / close relatives work / have worked as a journalist 19 %



2025: Some respondent characteristics



Changes over time: More homogenization

• Comparisons 2008–2025 indicate that Nordic 
journalism students: 

• Gender: Are increasingly female (except for Iceland)
• Experience: Have less prior professional experience
• Families: Are consistently recruited from highly 

educated families
• Ethnicity: Are slightly more diverse in terms of their 

ethnic background
• Regions: More likely to come from the most populous 

and institutionally central regions



Will you stay in journalism, or…?



The future for 
journalism 
students: 
should I stay or 
should I go?

=> some 
uncertainty



The future for journalism students: 
getting a job



The future for journalism students: 
getting a job where?



Thank you for your attention! 
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