
New skills - new 
identity for 
journalist-
students

Experiences from 
producing journalism in 

collaboration with 
communities





30 students
14 days 
8 groups
8 cars

What should we do about …?

Driving, listening, curiousity, new 
understandings, humility, meetings, 
analysis



What should we do 
about the empty retail 
spaces in Auning?

• Editorial office in local shops
• Where do you do your 

shopping?
• Visible online and in the town
• Walk and talk
• Community meeting



What should we do about 
loneliness on Djursland?

• Identified challenges – especially 
for the best 20 per cent

• Students moved in for a few days 
with 2 elderly people – and told their 
stories

• Brougt together the key-
decitionmakers



What can we do to extend 
the tourist season in 
Ebeltoft?

• Spoke to all shopowners
• Hard to manage in short season 
– no joint initiatives

• Wrote the story
• Brought together the key 

decitionmakers



The project from Djursland:
What should we do about …?

• Focus on an overarching research 
question based on a need or a problem 
that is relevant to citizens in Djursland

• In collaboration with the citizens, you 
must find an answer to a problem and 
investigate and facilitate possible 
solutions

• The crucial thing is that you manage to 
include new voices in the conversation.

• Get people talking to each other who don't 
necessarily talk to each other on a daily 
basis



Top-down vs. 
bottom-up

Gatekeeper vs. 
Collaboration

Product vs. 
Relationship

Fast news cycle 
vs. long-term 

work

Clicks and traffic 
vs. relevance and 

impact



The students say
• A different role of the journalist: We had to 
get out of our comfort-zone 
• People want to talk to us
• We were invited into homes
• It was fun
• We listen to unheard voices
• People communicate with each other 
• We made a difference
• It takes time
• People want to participate, read – and 
maybe pay :-)
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