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Agency as a Motivational Factor for Future Journalists

Entering the journalism profession today is more difficult due 

to an unstable media market, employment uncertainty 

and the growing complexity of social reality.

Young journalists must navigate demanding topics such 

as politics, ecology, wars & migration crisis, which 

raises expectations for their skills.

One of the key motivating factor is agency—the sense that 

they can meaningfully influence the world around them.

The presentation highlights examples of teaching 

practices that help strengthen this sense of agency 

among the students.

These examples come from the work of Polish journalists, 

including graduates of the JU journalism program, and 

illustrate engaged journalism at local, national and 

international levels and address different areas of social life.
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Agency as a Motivational Factor for Future Journalists
Agency is a key element in building the identity of the profession and its social significance among students. 

The promotion of good journalistic practices as an illustration of agency of this profession can be used as 

a motivational factor at various levels of journalistic education and serve to achieve various educational goals.

Examples of courses that use the promotion of good practices as a teaching method at JU:

BA program (journalism & social communication) MA program (journalism & SC // media studies & MC)

Journalistic sources of information Alternative communication channels

Journalism workshop – press, radio, TV, internet Production of formats – radio, TV, Internet

Journalistic ethics Journalistic ethics

Information search and verification
Mediatization – of citizens / politics / war / city / health / ecology 

/ science / culture

Media diplomacy Public diplomacy and nation branding

Undergraduate Seminar (BA-seminar) Master’s seminar (MA-seminar)
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Example 1 – BA program
Local & national level / culture & social issue

Dismissal of MOCAK Director Maria Anna Potocka 
Due to Mobbing

A series of articles by Gazeta Wyborcza journalist and JU-
journalism program alumna Angelika Pitoń, featuring 
interviews with MOCAK employees and collaborators, 
as well as an investigative inquiry into the museum’s 
leadership and its relationship with the City Hall.

Outcome: the dismissal of Maria Anna Potocka from her 
position, followed by court proceedings and a ruling 
confirming that mobbing had occurred at MOCAK, broader 
media discussion about dysfunctions and problems in 
cultural institutions.
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How we use this case in teaching:

Angelika Pitoń as a guest in classes on print and online 
journalism workshops – a meeting with students 
combined with a step-by-step reconstruction of her 
investigative process.

Case analysis focused on journalistic sources of 
information: interviewing employees and collaborators 
about sensitive issues, verifying information, and working 
with official documents and institutional sources.

Example 1 – BA program
Local & national level / culture & social issue
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https://konkret24.tvn24.pl/polska,108/jedna-trzecia-polakow-w-strefach-wolnych-od-lgbt-sprawdzamy,1005859.html

21 Feb. 2020

LGBT-free zones in Poland and the engaged journalism 

that led to the withdrawal of discriminatory resolutions

Piotr Pacewicz & Anton Ambroziak from OKO.press 

launched an information campaign exposing the introduction 

of so-called LGBT-free zones by Polish municipal and regional 

authorities, including in towns partnered with foreign cities.

Their reporting brought international attention to the issue, 

documenting the discriminatory nature of the resolutions 

and the political context behind them.

Outcome: significant international pressure, public debate, 

and ultimately the withdrawal of many of these 

discriminatory resolutions by local governments.

Example 2 – MA program
National & international level / political & minority issue
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https://oko.press/wysylamy-52-donosy-na-strefy-wolne-od-lgbt-do-blizniaczych-regionow-ue-zerwijcie-umowe

20 Feb. 2020
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Country Language

1. Austria German

2 Belgium Flemish / French / German

3 Croatia Croatian

4. Czech Republic Czech

5. Finland Finnish / Swedish

6. France French

7. Ireland English

8. Lithuania Lithuanian

9. Latvia Latvian

10. Germany German

11. Poland Polish

12. Portugal Portuguese

13. Romania Romanian

14. Slovakia Slovak

15. Sweden Swedish

16. Hungary Hungarian

17. United Kingdom English

18. Italy Italian
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Language Phrases Author of the translation

1. English LGBT-free zones OKO.press Anna Świszcz

2. Croatian zone slobodne od LGBT OKO.press Jacek Ajdinović

3. Czech Zóny bez LGBT OKO.press Jan Kreček

4. Finnish LGBT-yhteisöltä kielletyt alueet OKO.press Saija Latvakangas

5. Flemish LGBT vrije zones OKO Roger Rauw

6. French
Zones exemptes de LGBT/ zones libres d’idéologie LGBT / zones libres d’idéologie LGBT + 

OKO.presse
Teresa Sławińska

7. Lithuanian Zonos laisvos nuo LGBT OKO.press Kornelija Jaglinska

8. Latvian No LGBT brīvas zonas OKO.press/ No LGBTI brīvas zonas OKO.press Solveiga Kaļva

9. German LGBT-freie Zone / freie Zonen OKO.press Björn Memmeler

10. Portuguese LGBT-Zonas livres OKO.press Rafael Gomes Espinha

11. Romanian Zonele libere de LGBT OKO.press Agneșka Cohut

12. Slovak Zóny bez LGBT OKO.press Beata Klimkiewicz

13. Swedish hbtq-fri zon / hbtq-fria zoner + OKO.press Anna Grzechynka

14. Hungarian LMBTQ mentes övezetek OKO.press Györgyi Retfalvi

15. Italian zone senza LGBT / zona libera da LGBT OKO.press Monica Sfalanga

16. POLISH strefy wolne od LGBT OKO.press --

+ Interviews (IDI) 

with 3 journalists

of OKO.press
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Other examples of MASTER THESIS subjects -
Winners of the national competition for the best master's thesis in journalism:
II edit. / 1st Oliwia Kłusek: Latte-feminism, pop-feminism and girl power. Trivialization of 
the concept of feminism in the women's illustrated press of the luxury segment

IV edit. / 1st Joanna Grzechnik: The role of new media in the activation of the local 
community on the example of urban movements in Krakow 

VI edit. / 1st Kateryna Savranska: The issue of information warfare in Russia's relations 
with selected European countries

VII edit. / 1st Agnieszka Wszołek: The state of Polish foreign journalism. Analysis of media 
coverage of Venezuela's situation during the 2019 crisis

IX edit. / 3rd Wirginia Wywiał: New atheists vs. theists. Framing religion and rod in 
worldview debates

X edit. / 2nd Urszula Bienia: In the circle of contemporary traumas. Media presentation of 
classical music in times of pandemic and war in Ukraine

X edit. / 3rd Patryk Tabak: Warfluencer as an element of hybrid warfare – soldierukrainewin 
case study
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Other examples of use journalistic agency cases in teaching

Inviting active journalists from national and local media to print
and online journalism workshops, including program alumni (e.g., 
from Gazeta Wyborcza, Radio Kraków, TVN, Tygodnik Powszechny).

Collaboration with journalists during practical classes – for 
example, with Piotr Jędrzejewski (Radio Kraków), Ewa Drzyzga (TVN), 
Jacek Stawiski, Wojciech Brzeziński (Tygodnik Powszechny).

Using real cases for analysis in seminar-style classes and 
in courses on journalistic genres in new media, including: the 
podcast Szarlatan by Michał Janczura (Wirtualna Polska), TV 
investigative reports such as Śmierć w komisariacie (Wojciech 
Bojanowski, TVN) and Polscy neonaziści (Bertold Kittel and Anna 
Sobolewska, TVN).
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Other examples of use journalistic agency cases in teaching

Engaging students in active participation in 
research projects (e.g. research workshops during
The Jean Monnet Chair project ‚Media, Freedom, 
Trust and Transparency in the European Union’).

Inviting students to collaborate on scientific 
publications presenting the results of their own 
research (publishing series Media in the dialogue 
of cultures, quarterlies Zeszyty Prasoznaczne, 
Com.press a.o.).

Inviting students to create textbooks for use in 
courses during the journalism study (e.g. manual for the 
course Public Diplomacy and Nation Branding
„COMMON DENOMINATOR. About good practices 
and shared values...”).



THANK YOU
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