
FOCUS GROUP

TEACHING CLIMATE JOURNALISM
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  No time to waste!

• 15.45: who are you?

• 16.00: where are we now with this FG?

• 16.20: good practice ‘BIFED’

• 16.30: good practice ‘Ocean Journalism’

• 17.00: conclusions, report + what next?
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  Where are we now 
(within EJTA)?

• Feb. 2023: EJTAlk9 ‘Green policy in 
internationalisation’

• First meeting focus group in Cluj, October 2024

• Teachers’ Training Rome, May 2025: interesting 
input (free on EJTA website): 

    Rome presentations

• AGM 2025, Utrecht synopsis, small group

• NOW: ambassadors of Teaching Climate Journalism
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https://ejta.eu/index.php/2025/06/04/ejta-teachers-training-2025-rome-conference-presentations/
https://ejta.eu/index.php/2025/06/04/ejta-teachers-training-2025-rome-conference-presentations/


 GOOD PRACTICE: BIFED

• BIFED-Bozcaada International Festival of 
Ecological Documentary 

• not only a festival but also a hub for both 
teaching and practice
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 GOOD PRACTICE: BIFED

• a "green" festival: using all resources  (economical, 
material, and immaterial) conscientiously

• discussions about ethical funding, curation of 
gender and geographical sensitive programs, 
refusing growth in-venue but spreading horizontally 
in the region, sharing knowledge and resources 
with small communities

• competitive category for student documentaries.
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info@bifed.org
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 GOOD PRACTICE: BIFED

• proposal: a programme (through Erasmus or individually) 
to involve international students in the festival

• internships or workshops during the festival in Bozcaada 
(main festival) or other locations in Turkey or in Greece 
and Spain

• proposal: "climate crisis documentary workshop" in 
coordination with either the metropolitan municipality of 
Istanbul (Cinema office) or İzmir (or accordingly with 
other organizations or universities in Turkey)
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Festival Video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIBGSOuy11s
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lIBGSOuy11s


(Good) practices
Stefaan Anrys 
(Artevelde University of Applied Sciences, 
Belgium)
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From the Classroom to the Coast: 
Cultivating Ocean Journalism
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• Podcast/Audiostories (ENG)

– within Journalism Skills, 2nd year International 
Journalism (2025-2026)

• Investigative Journalism Course (ENG)

– One half of class: on the Ocean (2026-2027)

• Revamp a dedicated course in : Climate 
Journalism (2026-2027) Dutch
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• 2025-2026: Podcast/Audiostories 

– within Journalism Skills, 2nd year International 
Journalism

• 2026-2027: Investigative Journalism Course

– One half of class: on the Ocean

• 2026-2027: Revamp a dedicated course in 
Dutch: Climate Journalism
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• 2025-2026: Podcast/Audiostories 

– within Journalism Skills, 2nd year International 
Journalism

• 2026-2027: Investigative Journalism Course

– One half of class: on the Ocean

• 2026-2027: Revamp a dedicated course in 
Dutch: Climate Journalism
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• 2025-2026: Podcast/Audiostories 

– within Journalism Skills, 2nd year International 
Journalism
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Every student is required to produce one story 
that would fit into an overarching theme: the 
Ocean.

Minimum length 5 minutes - Maximum length 8 
minutes
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Topics students came up with: 

Haenyeo: Female divers of Jeju 
Reviving north sea oysters
What are mythological water creatures based on?
Messages in a bottle
The seaside as a cure
Bermuda Triangle
Thalassophobia
…
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Let’s listen to some drafts:

https://arteveldehogeschool.instructure.com/co
urses/41296/assignments/307348?module_item
_id=2984230
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https://arteveldehogeschool.instructure.com/courses/41296/assignments/307348?module_item_id=2984230
https://arteveldehogeschool.instructure.com/courses/41296/assignments/307348?module_item_id=2984230
https://arteveldehogeschool.instructure.com/courses/41296/assignments/307348?module_item_id=2984230


Some thoughts about this podcast:

– Question: Is it a good idea to publish such a podcast series, with 
works by students that might not be entirely perfect? What if these 
contributions miss the mark and misinform the public?
– Question: How do you keep such a podcast alive if the stories don't 
come bi-weekly? For example, because students only get such an 
assignment once a year. 
– Question: Could we make this podcast with students from journalism 
programs from different countries, with a number of lecturers acting 
as chief editors and final editors, coaching the students?
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FOCUS GROUP

TEACHING CLIMATE JOURNALISM
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What next?

• To create exercises, projects, modules, … for 
teaching climate journalism within EJTA 
schools?

• What are our priorities?

• What are the challenges?
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CHALLENGES
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For good climate journalism, you need a basic 
knowledge of climate issues. So that is a 
requirement. 

Can this be done by working together in groups to 
help each other with more complex problems, good 
coaching from lecturers (provided they themselves 
are knowledgeable about climate and ensure a 
sufficiently critical attitude)
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Does the focus on positivity and “solution 
journalism” work better to reach an audience? 

Or does it backfire: Why would citizens demand 
change if journalists tell them that the situation 
is manageable, still salvageable?
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What if our management does not regard 
climate journalism as urgent? 

At least not as urgent as … AI
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