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EJTA Annual General Meeting 2025
Meeting minutes

Time: Thursday, 16 October 2025 at 9.30 - 12.40 (CET)
Location: HU University of Applied Sciences Utrecht, Auditorium 0.043,
Heidelberglaan 15, 3584 CS, Utrecht, Netherlands
Minutes: Henna Turunen, EJTA Office Manager
Item Background & | Decisions
details
1. Welcome / Opening of EJTA The 35th EJTA AGM was opened by welcoming the
Opening AGM 2025 participants, who were then given a prompt
(Nadia Vissers, overview of the agenda and meeting procedures,
EJTA Director and including the voting process.

Anne Leppdijdrvi,
EJTA President)

Minutes of EJTA The minutes of EJTA AGM 2024 were approved by
AGM 2024 the member schools’ representatives present.
(Nadia Vissers,

EJTA Director)

Director’s and The participants were given a brief rewiew of:
President’s e  Activities in progress since EJTA AGM 2024:
Report Steady growth of EJTA, Renewal of Tartu
(Anne Leppdjdrvi, Declaration, Mission statement on Media
EJTA President) Literacy, Task Forces are now Focus Groups,

Launching of EJTA Connects, Amendment of
EJTA statutes, Involvement in projects.

e The state of communication and governance:
New Office Manager, Internal and external
communication, Guidelines for project
participation, Board meetings (3 live and 3
online meetings in the past year).

e  Financial realisation of 2024 & budget for 2026.

o EJTA events of the past year: EJTA AGM 2024
and Conference (Cluj, 10/2024), EJTATT (Rome,
5/2025) and 3 EJTAlks (2 x 12/2024, 3/2025).

e  Upcoming EJTA events: EJTAIk17 (12/2025),
Voices Festival (Florence, 3/2026), EJTATT
(Tartu, 5/2026), EJTA AGM 2026 and
Conference (Bordeaux, 10/2026), EJTATT
(Chisinau, 5/2027).

e  Events in which EJTA has participated during the
past year.

e Networks EJTA is cooperating with: FEJS, WJEC,
Ukrainian colleagues consortium, Voices,
ECREA, CoE, Journalismfund.eu, EJC.

e Upcoming EJTA activities: Strategy for 2026—
2030, Finalisation of Tartu Declaration, Board
elections.
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2. Amendment of | Votes on Proposed Forty (40) legally represented member schools were
EJTA Statutes / 1. the amendments present, and all voted unanimously to accept the
Articles of amendment of were sent in amendments to the statutes (vote 1) and to approve
Association EJTA statutes advance for the appointment of Westvaer B.V. to execute the

2. the members to amendment (vote 2).

appointment of review (as an

Westvaer B.V. to email

execute the attachment

amendment sent by the

(Nadia Vissers, Office on 16

EJTA Director) September)
3. Application Voting round 1 Presentations | Two (potential) new members briefly introduced

(potential) new

(Nadia Vissers,

of the

themselves to the current members:

EJTA members EJTA Director) (potential)
2026 new members | e  Ecole Supérieure de Journalisme de Lille, France
that will be / live presentation
voted e University of Seville, Spain / video presentation
Forty (40) legally represented member schools were
present, and all voted unanimously to approve Lille’s
and Seville’s accession as EJTA members starting in
2026.
4, Current state of Tartu Participants were informed about:
TartudTomorrow | affairs and next Declaration e The progress and goals of the Tartu Declaration
— midterm report | steps will be revision and reminded that the proposed
and timeline (Carien J. Touwen, | renewed every modifications remain drafts and may still be
EJTA Vice- seven years; refined.
president) the third e The current Tartu Declaration Preamble draft
renewal will includes seven (7) bullet points.
be published e Attendees were encouraged to photograph the
in 2027 Preamble Draft presentation slide for reference

(and asked not to publish it openly yet — work in
progress); the Preamble Draft will also be
shared EJTA’s closed LinkedIn group.

e TartudTomorrow task force will continue its
work, with member engagement planned for
EJTATT Tartu in May 2026 (workshops, involved
with the competencies / learning outcomes).

e Questions and comments may be sent to Anne
Leppdjarvi, and participants were advised to
follow EJTA’s closed LinkedIn group and EJTA
newsletters for updates.

e The final aim is to publish a future proof Tartu
Declaration in 2027.

5. Application
(potential) new
EJTA members
2026

Voting round 2
(Nadia Vissers,
EJTA Director)

Presentations
of the
(potential)
new members
that will be
voted

Three (potential) new members briefly introduced
themselves to the current members:

e Jagiellonian University, Poland / live
presentation
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e  Cyprus University of Technology, Cyprus / video
presentation
e  University of Galway, Ireland / live presentation

By the time the votes took place, two more
representatives of member schools had joined the
AGM. Therefore, forty-two (42) legally represented
member schools were present, and all voted
unanimously to approve Jagiellonian’s, Cyprus’ and
Galway’s accession as EJTA members starting in
2026.

7. Report from
EJTA activities —
co-operations,
focus groups

Focus Group
Inclusive
Journalism
(Wouter Frateur,
AP UAS Antwerp)

Participants were told that the current goal of the
focus group is to create something that could also
be tested in member schools (a module or
something similar).

Three important questions:

1. How are minorities represented and
misrepresented?

2. How to find diverse sources and materials?

3. How can trust between minorities and
journalism be rebuilt?

Wouter Frateur is happy to provide more
information to anyone interested.

Focus Group
EUFactCheck
(Alexander
Maeder, Stuttgart
Media University
and Carien J.
Touwen, EJTA
Vice-president)

The attendees were informed that:

e After the EU elections, EUFactCheck website has
been quieter, but it has now started to become
active again.

e At the next focus group meeting, the topics will
include, among others, enhancing our teaching
methods (e.g. fact-checking in text, images and
video & making people aware of misinfor-
mation). The results will likely be presented
next year. Alexander Maeder is happy to
provide more information to anyone interested.

e The next edition of EUFactCheck Erasmus+ BIP
will take place during the first week of May
2026 at Jade UAS (Wilhelmshaven, Germany). If
a member school is interested in sending a few
students and one teacher to participate, please
contact Carien J. Touwen asap.

Focus Group

Al and Data
Journalism
(Romina Surugiu,
University of
Bucharest)

At the focus group’s meeting the previous day, the
discussion focused in particular on:

1. How to use Al-based models for factchecking,
2. How to integrate Al tools into teaching, and
3. How to avoid ethical challenges.

There was good conversation, and the work will
continue firmly.
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Focus Group
Climate
Journalism
(Lieve Roegiers,
Thomas More
UAS, Mechelen)

It was explained that the focus group’s thoughts can
be summarized in five key words:

1.

Small: Only a few teachers attended the focus
group meeting the previous day — this may
relate to the fact that in many countries, climate
issues are easily sidelined in politics.

Rome: Presentations from the previous EJTA
TT (Rome, May 2025) are available on EJTA’s
website and can serve as inspiration.
Curriculum: Should climate issues be part of the
curriculum, e.g. as elective courses or as a
specialization area? Perhaps every course could
include a perspective on this? Many different
opinions.

Depression: Some students experience climate
depression when these topics are taught.
Solutions should also be presented and
considered together with them.

Al: Encourage students to adopt a mindset that
considers their carbon footprint when using Al.

Focus Group
Sports Journalism
(Will Cope,

EJTA Board
member)

The collaboration at the previous day’s focus group
meeting was reported to be very good. Based on the
discussion, the following next steps were agreed:

Create and share examples of how we teach
sports journalism in our different member
schools. A shared drive with the materials will
be published.

Push students to create a tangible project (to be
completed by the end of this academic year).
For example, at Solent Southampton University
a six-part podcast series will be produced and
released one week before the start of the FIFA
World Cup in June 2026.

For more information or if you would like to
participate, please contact Will Cope.

Focus Group
Research
(Tiko Tsomaia,
EJTA Board
member)

Participants were briefed on that the focus group
thinks everything should be based on science and
linked to accurate information.

Key points from the previous TT (Rome, May
2025) were summarized: what goals and topics
to focus on in the future.

Journalism teachers should be represented in
various forums. For example, we should have a
panel in next year’s ECREA. The call for
submitting abstracts is already open, with a
deadline for the papers in early January 2026.
The discussion will continue in EJTA’s closed
LinkedIn group. If you would like to join, please
contact Tiko Tsomaia.




ejta..

European Journalism
Training Association

6. Forum for
European
Journalism
Students

Compact
overview of the
organization and
its activities
(Robert Van Loon,
FEJS President)

The following points were highlighted:

e EJTA member schools were requested to
motivate their students to become FEJS
members, and to join and especially host FEJS’
events.

e  FEJS organises events twice a year in Europe
(each hosted and organised by voluntary
students). Next ones:

o General Assembly in Porto on 23-27
October 2025.

o Annual Congress in Tilburg on 25-30 March
2026.

e The goal is to award students with ECTS credits
for organizing FEJS events. At present, the
practice varies from school to school: some
students receive credits, others do not.

o If you have an input and thought on this,
feel free to contact Robert van Loon.

8. Report from
World Journalism
Education
Council Congress
7 (WIJEC 7)

Brief summary
from the event
and the syndicate
takeaways
(Cristina Nistor
Beuran, EJTA
Board member)

Cristina Nistor Beuran and Anne Leppéjarvi
participated in WJEC 7, held in San Francisco in July
2025. The topic of this edition was Journalism in
uncertain times. Is it time to reboot journalism
education?'.

EJTA’s role was particularly linked to the syndicate
with Media Diversity Institute (MDI). Anne
Leppdjarvi attended with sponsorship from MDI,
while Cristina Nistor Beuran’s participation was
funded by her own school.

Three main takeaways from the syndicate

discussions:

1. Values of inclusivity should be integrated cross-
curricular.

2. Exposing and challenging students to different
diverse communities for interaction.

3. Enhancing community journalism.

Cristina Nistor Beuran and Anne Leppéjarvi are
happy to provide more information to anyone
interested.

9. Presentation
next EJTA
Teachers’
Training, Tartu
May 2026

Official
announcement of
the host school,
city, and theme
for the next
Teachers’
Training

(Marju Himma,
University of
Tartu)

EJTA Teachers’
Training in
Tartu, Estonia:
20-22 May
2026 at
University of
Tartu

The next edition of EJTA Teachers’ Training will be

held in Tartu, Estonia on 20—22 May 2026.

e  Host: University of Tartu

e Topic: '‘Beyond the Deadline: Teaching the
Happiness of Journalism'

e  Submit presentation or workshop DL:
10 March 2026

e  Registration DL: 20 April 2026

e More information available at the official event
website, EJTA website, and from Marju Himma.



https://sisu.ut.ee/ejta-teachers-training-2026/
https://sisu.ut.ee/ejta-teachers-training-2026/

ejta..

European Journalism
Training Association

10. Presentation Official EJTAAGM in The next edition of EJTA Annual General Meeting
next EJTA AGM, announcement of | Bordeaux, will be held in Bordeaux, France on 28-30 October
Bordeaux the host school, France: 2026.
October 2026 city, and theme 28-30 October | o  Participants were introduced to Institut de
for the next AGM | 2026 at Journalisme Bordeaux Aquitaine and the city of
(Thais Barbosa de | Institut de Bordeaux through a presentation video.
Almeida, Institut | Journalisme e The website and registration for AGM 2026 will
de Journalisme Bordeaux open, and more detailed information about the
Bordeaux Aquitaine deadlines will be provided during next year.
Aquitaine)
11. Other Closing of EJTA Participants were invited to proceed to lunch and to
Business / AGM 2025 meet and interact with the representatives of the
Closure (Carien J. Touwen, five new member schools at EJTA lounge.
EJTA Vice-
president) EJTA AGM 2025 was concluded by thanking the

attendees for their active involvement.




