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Topics to be Researched

• Environmental journalism
• Influence of news on young people – their activism
• Media freedom in the era of populism (practice is changing)
• How journalism is changing: revenue models, gender setting in education
• Journalism teaching – are we doing what we are preaching
• What to do when journalism is dead – what is next?
• How internships are in different programs – how can we include
• How to contribute with industry (curriculum, staff, etc.)
• Pedagogical challenges (students scared of stats, etc.)
• Interdisciplinarity – intro courses in medicine, sports, etc.
• AI-focused topics
• How do we teach norms and values
• Media literacy
• Social journalism
• Connection with the market
• Non-formal education in journalism
• Change of the role of journalism
• Ethics
• Diversity, new ways to monetize work



Aim of the EJTA Research Group

• Dissemination of research findings
• Sharing methodologies
• Put more emphasis on research
• One member prepares a questionnaire and shares with others
• Data collection
• Giving students a voice to co-create in research
• Create a database of research, optimize the network
• Platform that gives access to research, gather more than now
• Ted talks on our research – short and attractive formats
• Exchanges in guest lectures – online?
• Share knowledge in possible ways (e.g., job exchanges)
• Startup of the platform
• Searching for partners
• More internationalization and cooperation
• Get European perspective
• Promote research not only in Europe but beyond
• Create smaller research groups



Journalism Education and Establishing Trust in an Era of Fake 
News: The Case of Georgia

• Leli Bibilashvili, PhD, is an Associate Professor 
and Head of the Journalism and Mass 
Communications Department at the University 
of Georgia, where she has served since 2014. 
A member of the International Public 
Relations Association (IPRA), she combines 
academic expertise with extensive 
professional experience.



How to Fight with AI Slop: A Case Study on Holocaust-Related Content

• Agnieszka Całek, PhD Institute of Journalism, 
Media and Social Communication; Faculty of 
Management and Social Communication ; 
Jagiellonian University



Securing Frontlines

• Ana Keshelashvili is a professor at the 
Caucasus School of Journalism and Media 
Management of GIPA, where she also leads 
the Digital Media and Communications BA 
Program. Specializing in Communication 
Research Methods, she educates both 
undergraduate and graduate students. 



Future possibilities

• Concrete cooperation with ECREA (panel in
conference Brno, Sept. 2026)?

• What topics and perspectives could EJTA
specifically bring to these conferences if we
organized our own panel?

• What unique contribution would we make as
EJTA – what would distinguish our approach?

• Who takes the lead?
• What are the following steps?
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FOCUS GROUP RESEARCH UTRECHT 15.10.2025 
 

During the workshop, we started with introductions to get to know each other better, followed by a 
summary of our previous discussion in EJTA Rome meeting regarding the aims and topics of our 
research group. We also heard two insightful presentations from colleagues from Poland and Georgia, 
who shared their experiences in research and teaching. 

In addition, we brainstormed ideas for potential joint research projects. The most compelling topic 
raised was news avoidance among journalism students and its specific patterns across countries—for 
example, while students in Georgia tend to consume news from trusted sources, those in Portugal 
tend not to. We discussed the possibility of conducting comparative research on this or related topic 
and presenting our findings at the ECREA conference. Please note that the submission deadline 
is January 8, 2026. 

We have also agreed that it would be great to organize a closed Linkedin group. You will receive the 
invitation shortly in this regard.  

We propose to meet online once again to further discuss the potential panel submission. I have also 
copied here the keynote speaker, who gave an inspiring presentation on a topic closely related to 
ours. 

The proposed meeting week is November 17–21. Please confirm your interest and availability, and we 
will send the meeting invitation accordingly. 
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