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Agenda

• Goals of the Taskforce
• AI Teaching at:

• AP University College, Antwerp, BE
• Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj, RO
• Southampton Solent University, Southampton, UK
• Hogeschool Utrecht, NL
• Universitat Central de Catalunya, ES

• Discussion; next steps



Taskforce goals



What can we do ...?

• What can we do as a low-intensity Taskforce to enhance and
facilitate Journalism teaching in AI, LLMs?

• Sharing best practices, concerns, questions

• Towards a set of EJTA-guidelines?



Teaching AI



Teaching AI at AP University College, Antwerp



AI @ AP University college – 2024-2025

• Uniform communication and guidelines for students and teachers

• Use cases typology

• Teaching AI



Communication and guidelines: principles

• AI integrated as much as possible in programme

• A Journalism Department should have its own AI-guidelines

• AI-detection doesn’t work; let's not waste our energy on it

• It’s more about creating a culture

• Guidelines will evolve



Guidelines for AI use:
Must – May not – Recommended – Discouraged

For each course and within a course, perhaps per assignment or task, 
your teacher will provide guidelines on where you should use AI, where 
you may not use AI, where the use of AI is recommended, and where 
the use of AI is discouraged.

These guidelines are included as completely as possible in the Study 
Guide of the course. Read them thoroughly. If in doubt, consult your 
teacher in advance.



Teachers: Inventory of AI use per course



AI detection



AI for Journalism: Use cases typology

• For research and analysis

• For productivity

• For creativity

• As your personal tutor

• As a writing aid



AI for research and analysis

• From now on: First question (and super important skill in itself):

• For [this research question], I use:

• Google?
• Wikipedia?
• ChatGPT?
• Other sources?



Research use cases
Research Google Wikipedia LLM

(ChatGPT-4)
Other

Links X

In-depth analysis: compare; contrast; provide context (historical, 
...); combine; explainers for [target group]; on the one hand ... on 
the other hand; perspectives; “for completeness”

X X

Basic facts and background information X X

Scope, (political) affiliation, style, ... X

Background information on obscure topics X? X

References Perplexity
Consensus

Lists of facts that are difficult to Google X

Interview questions X

Step-by-step explanation, manual X YouTube



Teaching AI (in course Research, 1st year)

• Short intro on how LLM's work 

• Practice in class + assignments, focused on AI for research & analysis

• Prompt engineering?



Prompt engineering?



Teaching AI at Babeș-Bolyai University, Cluj



FSPAC’s regulations 
for using AI
Flavia Țăran
Department of Journalism and Digital Media



FSPAC & AI

fspac.ai
› regulations for using AI
› external tools
› concept simplification
› quiz questions generator
› research development
› feedback
› course updates

https://fspac.ai/


The AI adopters

AI-driven insights foster innovation
in research development, making 
academic work more impactful.

Even imperfect tools encourage 
critical analysis, as users must 
verify AI-generated content, 
enhancing their research skills.

As AI tools evolve, their accuracy 
improves, offering increasingly 
reliable support in academic tasks.

The AI skeptics

The research development tool often 
fabricates information, 
undermining trust in AI-generated 
content.

Inaccurate tools can lead to flawed 
academic work and spread 
incorrect information.

Even as AI improves, biases and 
errors remain, making reliability a 
constant challenge in specialized 
academic tasks.



FSPAC & AI guidelines :: for students

FSPAC believes that these new technologies can and should be 
integrated into our activities, students and teachers alike.
However, their use must be based on rules that are compatible 
with academic ethics and the objectives of the academic 
community to which we all belong.

› Defining the terms 
› Limitations of a chat bot



FSPAC & AI guidelines :: for students

Possible uses:
› summarizing material or extracting main ideas
› creating a plan for learning a more complex topic
› translating texts from a language you don't master
› creating quizzes or check questions on a particular topic
› correcting texts for grammar or style
› providing feedback on essays or reports



FSPAC & AI guidelines :: for professors

Ethical considerations
The use of AI in education must be based on sound ethical 
principles, ensuring that technology does not replace critical 
thinking and human creativity.
Professors should promote academic integrity, ensure 
transparency of source, and use AI to support, not replace, 
human interaction and personalized feedback.



FSPAC & AI guidelines :: for professors

AI can serve professors in multiple ways, such as:
› creating personalized learning materials
› simulations and role-playing
› complementary assessment of students’ work, providing instant 

feedback and suggestions for improvement
› virtual learning assistants to answer students’ questions 24/7
› sentiment and tone analysis in written or online communication
› data analytics and research



The facts :: professors & students

Attempts to ban AI, such as blocking websites or using detection 
software, are not foolproof.

AI detection tools can lead to false accusations, complicating 
instructor-student relationships and proving ineffective due to their 
limitations.

Educators worry about students’ reduced ability to engage deeply 
and develop critical thinking when AI shortcuts are available.



The facts :: professors & students

Studies show that active learning, even if uncomfortable, leads to 
better retention than passive lecture methods.

Relying on AI could limit “desirable difficulties” or challenging 
tasks, which are important for deeper learning.

Students can use AI responsibly for guidance or risk misusing it to 
bypass essential learning.

AI tools can offer shortcuts, but they may reduce opportunities for 
active, engaged learning (e.g., always relying on Google Maps for 
navigation will affect your spatial skills and you will never know how 
to navigate without).



What now?
Flavia Țăran
Department of Journalism and Digital Media



Teaching AI at Southampton Solent University



Solent University

GEN-AI IN THE CLASSROOM

FILM & MEDIA

Will Cope

Head of Dept Film & Media

Southampton Solent University

will.cope@solent.ac.uk



Solent University

ASSUMPTIONS

Everyone has used it

Everyone is using it

Everyone will continue to use it in increasingly embedded 
ways

= Part of our job is to help students come to terms with this 
paradigm technology…

…and sharpen the baseline critical skills that will allow them 
to use it intelligently and productively into the future

Elephant in the room!



What we ‘taught’ in 
2023…



Solent University

CHATGPT CRASH COURSE

• Probability-based ‘Large Language Model’

• Beware “Hallucinations”

• SiSo – use prompts effectively

• Great for: a) idea-generation; b) hyper-focused search; c) 
language help…

• NEVER ask it to do your work for you

• So….. 

• I invited students to run their own past work (essays and 
journalism) through it and manipulate it in specific ways

• This led to discussion about effectiveness and best 
practice



What we’ve learned in 
2024



Solent University

• Everyone is trying to understand how GenAI
can be seen as a ‘tool’ to improve 
productivity…inc. students and teachers!

• Those who are doing it badly are seeing it as a 
‘tool’ to get work done quickly without 
engaging brain

• Those who are doing it well are considering 
seriously how it might advance the quality of 
their work

• Widespread adoption is inevitable. “Everyone 
seems to be worrying that ChatGPT can 
produce an essay or coursework that will pass 
exams, but what that means is that educators 
need to adapt and say, ‘OK, what can we do 
with that?’” (Watson 2023)

• Computer scientists are migrating to ChatGPT 
for basic search. It’s largely trusted!

• Linguistic patterns, particularly around 
structure, are beginning to be identified as tell-
tales signs of use…complementing the ‘gut feel’ 
that assessors have

https://www.cam.ac.uk/stories/ChatGPT-and-education


Solent University

POLICY
Institutional policy is new

Encourages open communication with students

Prohibits inputting of proprietary content, i.e. assessment 
briefs, student essays, research data should not be input

Course teams need to have a line with is both consistent 
with university policy but also at the course-team level, i.e. 
they need to hear approximately the same message from all 
lecturers

In Sports Journalism, we broadly agree that:-

• Assessment briefs should specify general fair-use policy

• Discussion with students should be had at the start of 
the semester

• Integration of ChatGPT around learning tasks in the 
classroom – reflection and discussion

• Cutting and pasting work from ChatGPT prohibited 
without attribution



Solent University

PLEASE BE AWARE
P· GenAI (ChatGPT) is not a source of content or 
knowledge. It is a tool. Like all tools, GenAI may be 
used effectively or may be misused.

· GenAI is an imperfect tool. It can, and does, get 
things wrong, and it does make things up. You must 
critical assess everything that the tool produces for 
you.

· Specific factual claims should be independently 
verified. You are journalists. Verification of all 
sources is key. · GenAI can be referenced in the 
usual way. There is advice on how to do this here.

· The university is rolling out a new AI policy and will 
be providing training and support around this. You 
should engage with any training that is offered to 
you.



Solent University

ACCEPTABLE
You may use GenAI to ask questions and find preliminary 
answers. 

· You may use GenAI to help you understand third-party 
content. However, it is essential you independently engage 
with that source as well. GenAI should be a supplement to, 
not a replacement of, your learning. 

· You may use GenAI to solve specific problems or generate 
general advice (e.g. “I have been asked to do a vox pop –
what does a vox pop mean and what is the best way to do 
one?”)

· You may use GenAI to help with language 

· If you have used GenAI to discover any specific facts, or 
generate any passages of text, which end up in your final 
summative work, you should reference the source in the 
usual way. See further advice on this here.

· If you are undertaking assessed group work, your 
individual use of GenAI should be clearly agreed with 
groupmates. This agreement should be disclosed to your 
lecturer.



Solent University

UNACCEPTABLE

You should never ask GenAI to produce work which 
is cut-and-paste into summative assessment work 
without attribution. This would represent Academic 
Misconduct and be sanctioned accordingly.

· You should never input proprietary 
information/data which does not belong to you (i.e. 
do not upload an Assessment Brief, or information 
from SOL, inc. Powerpoint slides, without express 
permission from your lecturer). This would represent 
Academic Misconduct and be sanctioned 
accordingly.

· You should not solely rely on GenAI to paraphrase 
or summarise content from third-party sources (see 
above). It is wrong to claim to have read/watched 
something based only on a GenAI summary.



Solent University

GEN-AI IN THE CLASSROOM

FILM & MEDIA

Will Cope

Head of Dept Film & Media

Southampton Solent University

will.cope@solent.ac.uk



Integrating AI in the Journalism curriculum





https://journalistiek-en-ai.nl/



Teaching AI at Universitat Central de Catalunya



AI at Universitat Central de Catalunya

• Ongoing discussions at the Rectorate level on how to regulate AI in 
academic outcomes

• No formal guidelines yet

• Three specific initiatives underway



AI-initiatives at Universitat Central de Catalunya

1.- Final Thesis regulations

Included explicit reference to AI in Final Thesis guidelines. 

Students are allowed to use AI tools in the preparation of their thesis, 
provided these tools serve an instrumental purpose for applied tasks. If 
students choose to utilise AI tools (without academics specifying which 
ones), they are required to cite them appropriately in their final 
submission.



AI-initiatives at Universitat Central de Catalunya

2.- New Elective Module

We are actively rethinking our elective subjects/modules within the 
Journalism degree. We are planning to introduce a new elective 
module titled “Artificial intelligence and Journalism” valued at 6 ECTS, 
which we hope to launch in the 2025-2026 academic year.



AI-initiatives at Universitat Central de Catalunya

3.- Social Media Module

In our current Journalism syllabus, we offer a subject/module on 
“Social Media” where students are allowed to use various tools (such 
as ChatGPT and Consensus) for their academic projects. The students 
employing these tools must inform the lecturers about their logical 
thought process, especially the Prompts they used.



Discussion, questions



Participate in the EJTA AI Taskforce?
Access to the Google Drive?

frederik@marain.be
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