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Covering Cohesion Policy in Europe – the 
MOOC 

Official launch: October 2024 

Pilot Master MOOC (Massive Open Online Course), a 
project co-funded by the EU (January 2023 - June 
2024). 

Interactive E-Learning platform for journalism 
students in all EU member countries. 

Focus on EU institutions, impact and challenges of 
Cohesion Policy, EU coverage and collaborative 
reporting, digital and innovative methods. 

Creating sustainable materials for EU journalism 
educators and students: 14 modules, 108 working 
hours (1 semester) + a full-text available E-Handbook. 



COPE - Production Team 
COPE Consortium Partners:  

> Six journalism institutes and departments from EU universities and Arena for 
Journalism in Europe (ARENA) are members of the COPE Consortium  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The European Journalism Training Association (EJTA) supports the project, provided 
important criteria and produced content for the development of the MOOC. 
 

Project coordinator 



COPE advisory board 

► George Ubachs – Managing Director of EADTU, coordinator of the European 
MOOC Consortium (EMC), representing the Common Microcredential 
Framework (CMF); 

► Harald Schumann – Journalist at Tagesspiegel, co-founder of Investigate 
Europe; 

► Radka Betcheva - Head of Member Relations for Central & Eastern Europe in 
the Directorate of Member Relations and Communications at the EBU; 

► Johannes Pause - Research scientist specializing in film and media studies and 
the deputy programme director of the Bachelor in Animation at the University 
of Luxembourg. 



21 EU countries as regional partners 

Spain: Pompeu Fabra University Finland: Tampere University 

Latvia: University of Latvia Austria: Universität Joanneum in Graz 

Slovenia: Fakulteta za uporabne družbene 
študije | School of Advanced Social Studies 

France: Université de Lorraine 

Croatia: University of Zagreb Cyprus: Cyprus University of Technology  

Czech Republic: Masaryk University in 
Brno 

Bulgaria: St. Kliment Ohridski University 

Estonia: University of Tartu Ireland & Malta: University of Limerick 

Slovakia: School of Communication and 
Media 

Lithuania: Vytautas Magnus University 

Luxembourg: University of Luxembourg Denmark: DANICOM 

Sweden: Uppsala University 
Netherlands: Fontys University of Applied 
Sciences 

Hungary: ELTE, Faculty of Humanities Italy: Sapienza Università di Roma 



Project goals and objectives 

1. Provide basic 

knowledge on the 

EU and EU 

Cohesion Policy. 

2. Raise awareness 

of best practices in 

EU coverage and 

highlight media 

missed 

opportunities. 

4. Facilitate 

collaboration with 

journalists from other EU 

countries to present the 

full European dimension 

of the stories. 

3. Facilitate the 

understanding of 

policymaking in the EU 

and provide relevant 

data and sources. 



Module 1 

The structure of the MOOC 

Introduction. An overview of the contents related to journalistic coverage on EU Cohesion Policy, and 
the structure and didactics of this MOOC. 

 EU & The Role of Media. The role of media for the coverage of EU matters. The responsibility of 
journalists  and the (potential) impact of media on societies and decision-making processes. 

Institutions, structures, and procedures of the EU. Information about the institutions, structure 
and procedures of the EU. 

EU Cohesion Policy. Key knowledge about EU Cohesion Policy; journalism students get a basic 
understanding of how the EU and how it invests in regions and cities across Europe. 

Cohesion: concept in political science and its relevance for societies within the EU. Cohesion as a 
concept in political science. Why the cohesion is now even more relevant for societies within the EU. 
Concrete case studies for cohesion policy  from across the EU, and from key policy fields for the EU.   

Module 2 & 
3 

Module 4 

Module 5 

Module 6 

Module 7 
Local angles in stories. How can topics be broken down, and how can local sources be identified 
and exploited, to anchor stories in the  everyday realities of EU citizens? 



Module 8 

The structure of the MOOC 

EU & reporting on economic issues. Journalism students need to be trained to understand and 
assess Cohesion Policy both from a political and an economic coverage perspective. 

 Collaborative reporting: an introduction. Emphasis on how interdisciplinary and cross-country 
teams can research and cover cohesion policy matters more effectively, and with a larger impact on 
local and EU public. 

Research and Investigate EU Cohesion Policy issues. Students learn to identify topics and key 
sources and to use relevant EU and national data bases for their coverage (data journalism). 

Getting the facts right in Cohesion Policy coverage. Students acquire fact-checking skills, using the 
EUfactcheck framework (a methodology that consists of step-by-step flowcharts), developed by EJTA. 

Up-to-date developments in journalistic research methods. Information on data gathering and 
data presentation, data sharing via data libraries, crowd sourcing in local communities and by-topic 
cross-border collaboration. 

Module 9 

Module 
10 

Module 
11 

Module 
12 

Module 
13 

Training journalists to ‘sell’ their stories. Students learn how to ‘sell’ stories tackling cohesion 
policy matters in their newsrooms, and make them acquainted with best practice cases of multi-
media reporting of EU issues 



Module 
14 

The structure of the MOOC 

The Pitch. The final module comprises a pitch of a journalistic story/project. Journalism 
students will practically apply  their skills earned in this MOOC and prepare their own 
pitch of a journalistic story/project on EU  cohesion matters. Module 14 is based on 
individual work, but also offers the option to complete  the covered exercises together 
with other students in a group (e.g., to do the pitch jointly). Ultimately, the module 
provides sample solutions for the pitch, so that students will be able to assess their 
performance and results. 



How to access the platform 

COPE is a stand-alone MOOC. Students can work individually, without the need of 
further assistance of a lecturer. However, it can easily be integrated in teaching activities. 

Step 3 

The online course can be 
accessed with a 
username and a 

password upon request. 

You are all set! Now you 
can go through all the 14 
modules of the course, in 

all EU languages. 

Access the website: 
www.cope-

journalism.eu/mooc 

Go through Module 1, to 
get advice on how to 

handle the online course 
from a content and 

technical point of view. 

Step 1 

Step 2 Step 4 



How the MOOC looks like 
The landing page of the interactive E-Learning platform, for journalism students in all 27 EU-member 
countries: 



Once the student starts the course, an outline is displayed, to facilitate the navigation: 

How the MOOC looks like 



Each module begins with an overview, presenting the topic and the learning outcomes: 

How the MOOC looks like 



The content is enriched with relevant research and various useful external resources: 

How the MOOC looks like 



Interactive elements, to test the acquired knowledge: quizzes, drag-and-drop exercises, interactive 
scenarios. 

How the MOOC looks like 



The assignments require the students to put into action what they have learned. 

How the MOOC looks like 



The modules of the MOOC also include some short videos. 

How the MOOC looks like 



The MOOC has a user-friendly design and includes innovative layouts. 

How the MOOC looks like 



The theoretical information is summarized for stressing the important concepts. 

How the MOOC looks like 



Module 10 is connecting journalism students to EJTA’s project, EUfactcheck: 

How the MOOC looks like 



► 5 modules from the MOOC also have a ”local window” that provides insights on the 

national and local dimensions. 

► Journalism students get a basic understanding of how the EU invests in regions and 

cities across Europe.  

► They reflect on matters of the national media ecosystems. 

► The local windows provide examples of EU media coverage with specific local angles 

or focus on economic aspects related to EU Cohesion Policy, specific for each EU 

country. 

 

The local windows 



Here is an example of a local window, about the impact of the EU Cohesion Policy in France 
(Module 4): 

The local windows 



Here is an example of a local window, about the media landscape in Italy (Module 6): 

The local windows 



Here is an example of a local window, about Dutch reporting on EU Cohesion Policy 
(Module 9): 

The local windows 



 

> COPE Academic Director: 

Prof. Dr. Susanne Fengler 

E-mail: susanne.fengler@tu-dortmund.de 

 

> COPE Managing Director: 

Isabella Kurkowski, M.A. 

E-mail: isabella.kurkowski@tu-dortmund.de 

Contact information 



Thank you! 

Download the COPE E-Handbook 

Covering Cohesion 
Policy in Europe 

Training MOOC for European Journalism Students 

Coordinator of the COPE project:  


